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On a related note, Chapter 15’s annual 
business meeting and election is held during the Great 
Southwestern Regional, and this will determine the 
direction your chapter takes in the next two years:  
What classes or other training will be offered?  Will 
we invest in tools or equipment for classes?  Will we 
have any social events?  Will we have any more 
regionals?  Will the chapter continue to exist at all?  
It’s all up to member-volunteers, elected by the 
membership at the annual meeting.  We are accepting 
volunteers and nominations for chapter officers to be 
elected at the annual meeting.  Please forward your 
volunteer status or nomination to any of the current 
chapter officers. 

 

Mike Williams, Vice President 
General Chairman, Great Southwestern Regional  
VicePresident@nawcc-chapter15.org 
www.nawcc-chapter15.org 
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�  Great Southwestern Regional 
New Braunfels, Texas 
April 17 th & 18th 
 

�  National NAWCC Convention 
Grand Rapids, Michigan 
June 10th – 13th  
 

�  Five State Collectors Regional 
Lubbock, Texas 
August 14th – 15th  
 

�  All Texas Chapters 
Houston, Texas 
August 28th – 30th  
 

�  MKOA Regional 
Carthage, Missouri 
September 24th – 26th  

�

The Home Stretch 
 

Twice a year, the airwaves are filled with 
Andy Williams singing “The Most Wonderful Time of 
the Year”; Christmas, obviously, and “back to school” 
season, when a father joyously dances down the aisles 
of an office supply store in a TV ad while his sullen 
kids drag their feet.  For those of us who enjoy the 
camaraderie of fellow watch and clock enthusiasts, the 
March/April time frame could be a third time of the 
year when this song might be appropriate.  Regionals 
are great times to reconnect with friends, swap stories, 
reminisce, and plan for the future, not just the best 
place to buy and sell watches, clocks, parts, and tools.  
March 6-7 marked the Lone Star Regional in 
Mesquite, which Chapter 15 co-sponsors.  Chapter 124 
then co-sponsors our own Great Southwestern 
Regional on April 17-18, along with chapters 139, 45, 
62, and 80.  In case anybody misplaced their calendar, 
that’s LAST WEEKEND and SIX WEEKS LATER. 

 
This year the registration pace is well ahead of 

last year:  Nearly half as many tables as were rented 
last year have already been rented and a quarter of last 
year’s attendees have already pre-registered.  I could 
credit gas prices, online registration, “word of mouth” 
about last year’s great location, or perhaps all three, 
but it’s a wonderful trend!  Normally, the vast majority 
of registrations arrive in the last few weeks, so if the 
trend holds, table rental and attendance records will be 
a great success.  If you haven’t registered yet, there’s a 
form in this newsletter, in the February Mart, and 
online at: 
 http://www.nawcc-
chapter15.org/SouthwesternRegional.htm.  This year, 
NAWCC members can register online through the 
chapter website or the NAWCC national website. 
 

I am still looking for an instructor or two who 
is interested in teaching a one-hour class during the 
regional, along with several other positions that are not 
highly demanding, but will help ensure the success of 
the regional.  Email or call me if you are interested. 
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President's Message 
    ~Gene Galbraith 

  
The Great Southwestern Regional 

Convention for Chapter 15 is taking shape as 
Regional Chairman, Mike Williams, brings together 
his team for the big event. If you have a desire to 
get involved in chapter activities, and you 
should, now is the time to jump in. Mike will have 
more to say in his Vice-president's Message, but I 
want to emphasize how important it is for the 
membership to volunteer for the many jobs that go 
into making the Regional a success. If you don't 
have a specific area in mind where you would like 
to lend a hand, at least offer yourself for Mike to 
put to work. Your willingness is the starting point. 
Let's not be like the commercial which says, "....I 
almost volunteered to help in a worthy cause." 
Actually doing it is the only way to get projects 
done. "Almost is like doing nothing." 

 
  We all agree that the Regional Convention 
is the annual highlight of Chapter 15. But another 
very important activity is the election of new 
officers at the Regional Meeting. Please shine the 
light of introspection on yourself and consider 
making the leap into becoming an officer or 
director. Often times the ones who have ideas about 
how to make the chapter better and more effective 
are the best candidates for leadership. Your creative 
talents can best be realized when you are on the 
stage. I urge you to bring your organizational skills 
from your profession or area of expertise and bring 
them to bear for the benefit of Chapter 15. The 
future can be what you make of it.  
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Chapter Member News 
 

There is very sad news for Chapter 15.  On 
February 11th Jack Whisenhunt, one of the pillars 
of NAWCC Chapter 15, passed away.  Jack and 
his wife Charlotte had been long time supporters 
of Chapter 15.  Jack served as President of the 
Chapter and he was a “Fellow” of NAWCC.  He 
will be missed. 

Unfortunately there was more sadness 
very soon thereafter.  Doug Whisenhunt, Jack’s 
brother and another pillar of the Chapter and the 
NAWCC, passed away on February 16th.  Doug 
was a key chapter member and served as Chapter 
President among other positions.  Doug had also 
attained the honor of “Fellow” of NAWCC.   

Chapter 15 and the NAWCC are both 
diminished by the passing of these gentlemen that 
shared much of their time and talent with the 
organizations, and with other members.  They 
were both unfailingly friendly and helpful to 
others.  Please keep their families in your 
thoughts and prayers at a very difficult time. 

 
Chapter 15 March Meeting 

  
The March 21st meeting of Chapter 15 

will be a wrap-up of the Morbier program 
we started in January and will be held at the SW 
Museum of Clocks & Watches in Lockhart at 
11:00. We will review the history of the Morbier 
and present new material which has come to light 
in recent weeks. Jay and Pat Holloway have a 
most interesting Morbier which I hope that they 
can bring to the meeting.   I have also acquired 
two additional clocks which may surprise you. 
  The three clock busters who took apart 
their Morbiers will want to come back for ideas 
on reassembly. Also, there are certain parts of the 
clock that should not be lubricated. Learn.   
  You don't want to miss this meeting. 
Everyone who comes and signs the registry will 
have a chance to win a free Barbeque Lunch at the 
expense of yours truly. Happy Morbier! 

 

Welcome New Member! 
  

Great Southwestern welcomes our newest 
member, Chris Jungman.   

And a reminder to current members, you 
may know someone who is a good candidate for 
being a new member.   Don’t forget to invite those 
folks you know that are interested in clocks or 
watches to expand their knowledge and enjoyment 
by being a member of NAWCC and Chapter 15. 

Membership Reminder! 
 

If you have not paid your dues for 2009 yet, 
this will be the last reminder in this format.  
Starting in April only paid members will receive 
“The Mainspring”. 
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What are these tools? 
   #1 Same Tool, 3 Examples             #1   One End  

        
        
 
 

 
 
             
      #1 The Other End 

       
 
#2         

 

Board Officers and Contact Information 
 

President – Gene Galbraith   
512-658-3853 
President@nawcc-chapter15.org    
 

Vice President – Michael Williams  
(512)733-7375  
VicePresident@nawcc-chapter15.org  
 

Treasurer – Neill Day 
 (830) 896-2363    
Treasurer@nawcc-chapter15.org   
 

Secretary – Pat Holloway 
 (512) 252-3881    
Secretary@nawcc-chapter15.org  
 

Director of Programs – Luther Lucko 
  (512) 260-8942 

Programs@nawcc-chapter15.org  
 

Director of Workshops – Scott Clark 
 (210) 824-0794 
Workshops@nawcc-chapter15.org  
 

Director of One Day Marts  – Roy Barnard 
             (512) 225-4783 

OneDayMarts@nawcc-chapter15.org��
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Two Notes from the Editor 
  

Note #1 – If you are holding a paper copy of this 
newsletter, you have an address at the bottom of this 
page.  For a few months now, people receiving the 
electronic copy have been looking at a horological tool 
quiz with color pictures.  And they are saving the 
chapter money at the same time.  Maybe it’s time you 
signed up for email copy? 
 

Note #2 – Nobody likes nagging like the note above, so 
somebody should rent this space for their advertisement.  
Rates are low and your audience is targeted – how else 
will you reach them?   


